
Population 

• The Bluegrass WIA had a population of 547,280 in 1980.  By 2000, the number of 
persons had grown by 25.3% to 686,003 (1980, 2000 Census).  This growth was nearly 
two and a half times the state average; Kentucky’s population increased by 10.4% during 
this time period. 

• Although 40% of the overall growth in the Bluegrass WIA between 1980 and 2000 was 
due to the increase in Fayette County, the fastest growing counties were Anderson, Scott, 
and Jessamine.  Each of these counties grew by approximately 50%. 

o “Throughout the 20th century, Georgetown and Scott County have been in a 
transition from an economy based primarily on agriculture, to a diversified one 
mixing manufacturing, small business, and the family farm. During the 1960s, 
the construction of Interstate 75 placed the county on one of the busiest highways 
in America. The selection of Georgetown as site of Toyota's first American 
assembly plant in 1985 has resulted in the greatest period of growth in the 
county's long and storied history (http://www.georgetownky.com/hist.html).”  
The population of Scott County grew by 51.6% between 1980 and 2000. 

• Population forecasts, developed in 2003, project that the region will continue to 
experience high growth over the next twenty years, expanding by 19.0% to 816,120 
persons in 2020.  The Population Research Center, which produces the population 
projections for Kentucky, has recently released this 2003 moderate growth series, but 
they are continuing to modify cohorts within this series.  The 2005 to 2030 county 
projections are available, by age, at http://ksdc.louisville.edu/kpr/pro/hmk03totalpop.xls. 

• The Bluegrass WIA is not currently experiencing an aging of its population, but it is 
experiencing a middle-aging.  In 1980, 10.2% of Bluegrass residents were over the age of 
65; in 2000, this had increased to 11.0%. Few persons turned 65 from 1995 through 2000 
or will turn 65 from 2000 through 2010, as there was a birth dearth during the Great 
Depression and World War II, which began in 1929 and ended with the start of the Baby 
Boom in 1946.  After 2010, Baby Boomers will start turning 65 and by 2020, 15.8% of 
the Bluegrass WIA is projected to be 65 or older. 

• Between 1900 and 2000, Kentucky’s population nearly doubled from 2,147,174 to 
4,041,769; however, the number of children 0-14 rose by only two percent, from 809,142 
to 824,640, resulting in a fundamental change in the age structure of Kentucky’s 
population.   
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Source: 1980, 1990, and 2000 Census
Produced by the Office of Workforce Research and Analysis, Kentucky Cabinet for Workforce Development
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Source: Census 2000; Kentucky Population Research, Urban Studies Institute, University of Louisville.  Review edition:  June 6, 2003.
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Bourbon County Population Pyramids
1980

1990

2000

Source: 1980, 1990, and 2000 Census
Produced by the Office of Workforce Research and Analysis, Kentucky Cabinet for Workforce Development
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Source: Census 2000; Kentucky Population Research, Urban Studies Institute, University of Louisville.  Review edition:  June 6, 2003.
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Source: 1980, 1990, and 2000 Census
Produced by the Office of Workforce Research and Analysis, Kentucky Cabinet for Workforce Development
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Source: Census 2000; Kentucky Population Research, Urban Studies Institute, University of Louisville.  Review edition:  June 6, 2003.
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Source: 1980, 1990, and 2000 Census
Produced by the Office of Workforce Research and Analysis, Kentucky Cabinet for Workforce Development

1,500 1,000 500 0 500 1,000 1,500

00-04
05-09
10-14
15-19
20-24
25-29
30-34
35-39
40-44
45-49
50-54
55-59
60-64
65-69
70-74
75-79
80-84

85+

Male Female

1,500 1,000 500 0 500 1,000 1,500

00-04
05-09
10-14
15-19
20-24
25-29
30-34
35-39
40-44
45-49
50-54
55-59
60-64
65-69
70-74
75-79
80-84

85+

Male Female

1,500 1,000 500 0 500 1,000 1,500

0-4
5-9

10-14
15-19
20-24
25-29
30-34
35-39
40-44
45-49
50-54
55-59
60-64
65-69
70-74
75-79
80-84

85+

Male Female



Clark County Population Pyramids
2000

2010

2020

Source: Census 2000; Kentucky Population Research, Urban Studies Institute, University of Louisville.  Review edition:  June 6, 2003.
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Source: 1980, 1990, and 2000 Census
Produced by the Office of Workforce Research and Analysis, Kentucky Cabinet for Workforce Development
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Source: Census 2000; Kentucky Population Research, Urban Studies Institute, University of Louisville.  Review edition:  June 6, 2003.

1,000 800 600 400 200 0 200 400 600 800 1,000

00-04
05-09
10-14
15-19
20-24
25-29
30-34
35-39

 40-44
45-49
50-54
55-59
60-64
65-69
70-74
75-79
80-84

85+

Males Females

1,000 800 600 400 200 0 200 400 600 800 1,000

00-04
05-09
10-14
15-19
20-24
25-29
30-34
35-39

 40-44
45-49
50-54
55-59
60-64
65-69
70-74
75-79
80-84

85+

Males Females

1,000 800 600 400 200 0 200 400 600 800 1,000

00-04
05-09
10-14
15-19
20-24
25-29
30-34
35-39

 40-44
45-49
50-54
55-59
60-64
65-69
70-74
75-79
80-84

85+

Males Females



Fayette County Population Pyramids
1980

1990

2000

Source: 1980, 1990, and 2000 Census
Produced by the Office of Workforce Research and Analysis, Kentucky Cabinet for Workforce Development
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Source: Census 2000; Kentucky Population Research, Urban Studies Institute, University of Louisville.  Review edition:  June 6, 2003.
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Source: 1980, 1990, and 2000 Census
Produced by the Office of Workforce Research and Analysis, Kentucky Cabinet for Workforce Development
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Source: Census 2000; Kentucky Population Research, Urban Studies Institute, University of Louisville.  Review edition:  June 6, 2003.
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Source: 1980, 1990, and 2000 Census
Produced by the Office of Workforce Research and Analysis, Kentucky Cabinet for Workforce Development
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Source: Census 2000; Kentucky Population Research, Urban Studies Institute, University of Louisville.  Review edition:  June 6, 2003.
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Source: 1980, 1990, and 2000 Census
Produced by the Office of Workforce Research and Analysis, Kentucky Cabinet for Workforce Development
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Source: Census 2000; Kentucky Population Research, Urban Studies Institute, University of Louisville.  Review edition:  June 6, 2003.
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Source: 1980, 1990, and 2000 Census
Produced by the Office of Workforce Research and Analysis, Kentucky Cabinet for Workforce Development
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Source: Census 2000; Kentucky Population Research, Urban Studies Institute, University of Louisville.  Review edition:  June 6, 2003.
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Produced by the Office of Workforce Research and Analysis, Kentucky Cabinet for Workforce Development
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Source: Census 2000; Kentucky Population Research, Urban Studies Institute, University of Louisville.  Review edition:  June 6, 2003.
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Source: 1980, 1990, and 2000 Census
Produced by the Office of Workforce Research and Analysis, Kentucky Cabinet for Workforce Development
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Source: Census 2000; Kentucky Population Research, Urban Studies Institute, University of Louisville.  Review edition:  June 6, 2003.
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Source: 1980, 1990, and 2000 Census
Produced by the Office of Workforce Research and Analysis, Kentucky Cabinet for Workforce Development
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Source: Census 2000; Kentucky Population Research, Urban Studies Institute, University of Louisville.  Review edition:  June 6, 2003.
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Source: 1980, 1990, and 2000 Census
Produced by the Office of Workforce Research and Analysis, Kentucky Cabinet for Workforce Development
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Source: Census 2000; Kentucky Population Research, Urban Studies Institute, University of Louisville.  Review edition:  June 6, 2003.
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Source: 1980, 1990, and 2000 Census
Produced by the Office of Workforce Research and Analysis, Kentucky Cabinet for Workforce Development
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Source: Census 2000; Kentucky Population Research, Urban Studies Institute, University of Louisville.  Review edition:  June 6, 2003.
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Source: 1980, 1990, and 2000 Census
Produced by the Office of Workforce Research and Analysis, Kentucky Cabinet for Workforce Development
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Source: Census 2000; Kentucky Population Research, Urban Studies Institute, University of Louisville.  Review edition:  June 6, 2003.
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Source: 1980, 1990, and 2000 Census
Produced by the Office of Workforce Research and Analysis, Kentucky Cabinet for Workforce Development
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Source: Census 2000; Kentucky Population Research, Urban Studies Institute, University of Louisville.  Review edition:  June 6, 2003.
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